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‘‘ ‘buses’)’’, inserted ‘‘for the movement of persons’’ 
after ‘‘Federal-aid systems’’, and substituted provisions 
respecting availability of sums apportioned under sec-
tion 104(b) of this title for prior provisions for such 
sums apportioned in accordance with pars. (3), (5), and 
(6) of section 104(b) of this title, and added par. (2). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–87 added subsec. (b). Former 
subsec. (b) redesignated (d). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93–87 added subsec. (c). Former 
subsec. (c) incorporated in subsec. (e)(1), (3) of this sec-
tion. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 93–87 redesignated former subsec. 
(b) as (d), inserted ‘‘in urbanized areas’’ after ‘‘trans-
portation systems’’, and struck out former subsec. (d) 
provisions which prohibited any project authorized by 
this section, other than a project for fringe or transpor-
tation parking facilities, from being approved unless 
the project would avoid the construction of a highway 
project which increases automobile traffic capacity, 
would provide a capacity for the movement of persons 
at least equal to that which would be provided by the 
avoided highway project, and would not exceed in the 
amount of the Federal share, the Federal share of the 
cost of the avoided highway project; or no other fea-
sible or prudent highway project could provide the ad-
ditional capacity for the movement of persons by 
motor vehicles on highways (other than on rails) pro-
vided by this project. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 93–87 incorporated provisions of 
former subsec. (c) in pars. (1) and (3) and added par. (2). 
Former subsec. (e) redesignated (f). 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 93–87 redesignated former subsec. 
(e) as (f) and substituted ‘‘will fully utilize’’ for ‘‘will 
have adequate capability to fully utilize’’. 

Subsecs. (g) to (k). Pub. L. 93–87 added subsecs. (g) to 
(k). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Section 7(a) of Pub. L. 103–429 provided in part that 
the amendment made by that section is effective July 
5, 1994. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1991 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 1027 of Pub. L. 102–240 effec-
tive Dec. 18, 1991, and applicable to funds authorized to 
be appropriated or made available after Sept. 30, 1991, 
and, with certain exceptions, not applicable to funds 
appropriated or made available on or before Sept. 30, 
1991, see section 1100 of Pub. L. 102–240, set out as a note 
under section 104 of this title. 

RURAL HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION DEMONSTRATION 
PROGRAM; APPROPRIATIONS AUTHORIZATION; PUBLIC 
NOTICE AND HEARING 

Section 147 of Pub. L. 93–87, as amended by Pub. L. 
93–643, § 103, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat. 2282; Pub. L. 94–280, 
title I, § 129, May 5, 1976, 90 Stat. 440; Pub. L. 95–599, 
title I, § 132, Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2708, provided for au-
thorization of appropriations of $15,000,000 for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1975, and $60,000,000 for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1976, to carry out demonstration 
projects for public mass transportation projects in 
rural and small urban areas, authorized availability of 
such sums for a period of two years after the close of 
the fiscal year for which authorized, and required pub-
lic notice and hearing for such projects. 

TRANSPORTATION FOR ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED 
PERSONS 

Pub. L. 93–643, § 105(a), Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat. 2282, pro-
vided that: ‘‘It is hereby declared to be the national 
policy that elderly and handicapped persons have the 
same right as other persons to utilize mass transpor-
tation facilities and services; that special efforts shall 
be made in the planning, design, construction, and op-
eration of mass transportation facilities and services so 
that the availability to elderly and handicapped per-
sons of mass transportation which they can effectively 
utilize will be assured; and that all Federal programs 

offering assistance for mass transportation (including 
the programs under title 23, United States Code, the 
Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973, and this Act [see 
Short Title of 1973 Amendment note under 101 of this 
title]) effectively implement this policy.’’ 

BUS AND OTHER PROJECT STANDARDS 

Section 165 of Pub. L. 93–87, as amended by Pub. L. 
93–643, § 105(b), Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat. 2283, provided that: 

‘‘(a) The Secretary of Transportation shall require 
that buses acquired with Federal financial assistance 
under (1) subsection (a) or (c) of section 142 of title 23, 
United States Code, (2) paragraph (4) of subsection (e) 
of section 103, title 23, United States Code, or (3) sec-
tion 147 of the Federal-aid Highway Act of 1973 [set out 
as a note under this section] meet the standards pre-
scribed by the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency under section 202 of the Clean Air 
Act [section 7521 of Title 42, The Public Health and 
Welfare], and under section 6 of the Noise Control Act 
of 1972 [section 4905 of Title 42], and shall authorize the 
acquisition, wherever practicable, of buses which meet 
the special criteria for low-emission vehicles set forth 
in section 212 of the Clean Air Act [section 7546 of Title 
42], and for low-noise-emission products set forth in 
section 15 of the Noise Control Act of 1972 [section 4914 
of Title 42]. 

‘‘(b) The Secretary of Transportation shall require 
that projects receiving Federal financial assistance 
under (1) subsection (a) or (c) of section 142 of title 23, 
United States Code, (2) paragraph (4) of subsection (e) 
of section 103, title 23, United States Code, or (3) sec-
tion 147 of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973 [set out 
as a note above] shall be planned, designed, con-
structed, and operated to allow effective utilization by 
elderly or handicapped persons who, by reason of ill-
ness, injury, age, congenital malfunction, or other per-
manent or temporary incapacity or disability, includ-
ing those who are nonambulatory wheelchair-bound 
and those with semiambulatory capabilities, are unable 
without special facilities or special planning or design 
to utilize such facilities and services effectively. The 
Secretary shall not approve any program or project to 
which this section applies which does not comply with 
the provisions of this subsection requiring access to 
public mass transportation facilities, equipment, and 
services for elderly or handicapped persons.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 156 of this title; 
title 15 section 794; title 49 section 5323. 

§ 143. Economic growth center development 
highways 

(a) In order to promote the desirable develop-
ment of the Nation’s natural resources, to revi-
talize and diversify the economy of rural areas 
and smaller communities, to enhance and dis-
perse industrial growth, to encourage more bal-
anced population patterns, to check, and, where 
possible, to reverse current migratory trends 
from rural areas and smaller communities, and 
to improve living conditions and the quality of 
the environment, the Secretary is authorized to 
make grants to States for projects for the con-
struction, reconstruction, and improvement of 
development highways on a Federal-aid system 
(other than the Interstate System) to serve and 
promote the development of economic growth 
centers and surrounding areas, encourage the lo-
cation of business and industry in rural areas, 
facilitate the mobility of labor in sparsely popu-
lated areas, and provide rural citizens with im-
proved highways to such public and private serv-
ices as health care, recreation, employment, 
education, and cultural activities, or otherwise 
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encourage the social and economic development 
of rural communities, and for planning, surveys, 
and investigations in connection therewith. 

(b) Each Governor may transmit to the Sec-
retary his recommendations for (1) the selection 
of economic growth centers within the State, (2) 
priorities for the construction of development 
highways on a Federal-aid system (other than 
the Interstate System) to serve such centers, 
and (3) such other information as may be re-
quired by the Secretary, for his consideration in 
approving the selection of economic growth cen-
ters for projects. 

(c) Upon the application of the State highway 
department of any State in which an economic 
growth center approved by the Secretary as eli-
gible for a project is located, the Secretary is 
authorized to pay up to 100 per centum of the 
cost of engineering and economic surveys or 
other investigations necessary for the planning 
and design of development highways on a Fed-
eral-aid system (other than the Interstate Sys-
tem) needed to provide appropriate access to 
such growth center, including publicly owned 
airport facilities and public ports for water 
transportation which may be established to 
serve it, in order to carry out the purposes of 
this section. 

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this sec-
tion, all of the provisions of this title applicable 
to highways on the Federal-aid system on which 
such development highway is located except 
those which the Secretary determines are incon-
sistent with this section shall apply to develop-
ment highways and to funds authorized to carry 
out this section. For the purposes of sections 
105, 106, and 118 of this title, funds authorized to 
carry out this section shall be deemed to be ap-
portioned on January 1 next preceding the com-
mencement of the fiscal year for which author-
ized. No State shall receive in any fiscal year 
more than 15 per centum of the funds authorized 
to carry out this section for such fiscal year. 

(e) Except as otherwise provided in subsection 
(c) of this section, the Federal share of the cost 
of any project for construction, reconstruction, 
or improvement of a development highway 
under this section shall be the same as that pro-
vided under this title for any other project on 
the Federal-aid system on which such develop-
ment highway is located. 

(f)(1) Except in the case of a project subject to 
paragraph (2) of this subsection, no project shall 
be approved by the Secretary under this section 
until he has determined that such project will 
promote the aims and purposes set forth in sub-
section (a) of this section and that the economic 
growth center to be benefited will meet such cri-
teria as he, after consultation with the Sec-
retary of Commerce, deems necessary, includ-
ing, but not limited to, the following: (1) growth 
centers shall be geographically and economi-
cally capable of contributing significantly to 
the development of the area, and (2) growth cen-
ters shall have a population not in excess of one 
hundred thousand according to the latest avail-
able Federal census. In approving projects the 
Secretary shall give preference to those areas 
offering the most potential for future economic 
growth. 

(2) In the case of a project proposed to be con-
ducted within the Appalachian region as defined 

in section 403 of the Appalachian Regional De-
velopment Act of 1965, no project shall be ap-
proved by the Secretary under this section until 
he shall have consulted with the Federal Co-
chairman of the Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion. In the case of a project proposed to be con-
ducted within an economic development region 
as defined in title V of the Public Works and 
Economic Development Act of 1965, no project 
shall be approved by the Secretary under this 
section until he shall have consulted with the 
Federal Cochairman for such region and the Sec-
retary of Commerce. In consultation with the 
appropriate official, the Secretary shall estab-
lish criteria for the selection of growth centers 
eligible for assistance under this section such 
that the aims and purposes set forth in sub-
section (a) of this section will be promoted. 
Such criteria shall include, but not be limited 
to, the following: (1) growth centers shall be 
geographically and economically capable of con-
tributing significantly to the development of 
the area, (2) growth centers shall have a popu-
lation not in excess of one hundred thousand 
persons according to the latest available Federal 
census, and (3) the selection of such growth cen-
ters within the Appalachian region and the eco-
nomic development regions shall take into ac-
count the purposes of the Appalachian Regional 
Development Act of 1965 and the Public Works 
and Economic Development Act of 1965. In ap-
proving projects the Secretary shall give pref-
erence to those areas offering the most potential 
for future economic growth and he shall make 
arrangements for close coordination throughout 
the development and implementation of the 
project with the Federal Cochairman of the Ap-
palachian Regional Commission, or with the ap-
propriate Federal Cochairman of an economic 
development region, and the Secretary of Com-
merce, as the case may be. 

(g) There is authorized to be appropriated out 
of the Highway Trust Fund not to exceed 
$50,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1972, and not to exceed $50,000,000 for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1973. 

(Added Pub. L. 91–605, title I, § 127(a), Dec. 31, 
1970, 84 Stat. 1729; amended Pub. L. 93–87, title I, 
§ 122, Aug. 13, 1973, 87 Stat. 261.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Appalachian Regional Development Act of 1965, 
referred to in subsec. (f)(2), is Pub. L. 89–4, Mar. 9, 1965, 
79 Stat. 5, as amended, which is set out in the Appendix 
to Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works. Sec-
tion 403 of that Act, also referred to in subsec. (f)(2), is 
set out in section 403 of the Appendix to Title 40. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Tables. 

The Public Works and Economic Development Act of 
1965, referred to in subsec. (f)(2), is Pub. L. 89–136, Aug. 
26, 1965, 79 Stat. 552, as amended, which is classified 
generally to chapter 38 (§ 3121 et seq.) of Title 42, The 
Public Health and Welfare. Title V of the Public Works 
and Economic Development Act of 1965, also referred to 
in subsec. (f)(2), is classified generally to subchapter V 
(§ 3181 et seq.) of Title 42. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 3121 of Title 42 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1973—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93–87, § 122(a), (c), sub-
stituted ‘‘projects’’ for ‘‘demonstration projects’’ and 
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‘‘a Federal-aid system (other than the Interstate Sys-
tem)’’ for ‘‘the Federal-aid primary system’’ and de-
leted ‘‘to demonstrate the role that highways can play’’ 
before ‘‘to promote’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–87, § 122(a), substituted ‘‘proj-
ects’’ for ‘‘demonstration projects’’ and ‘‘a Federal-aid 
system (other than the Interstate System)’’ for ‘‘the 
Federal-aid primary system’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93–87, § 122(a), substituted ‘‘proj-
ect’’ for ‘‘demonstration project’’ and ‘‘a Federal-aid 
system (other than the Interstate System)’’ for ‘‘the 
Federal-aid primary system’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 93–87, § 122(a), substituted ‘‘high-
ways on the Federal-aid system on which such develop-
ment highway is located’’ for ‘‘Federal-aid primary 
highways’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 93–87, § 122(b), inserted introduc-
tory text ‘‘Except as otherwise provided in subsection 
(c) of this section,’’ and substituted ‘‘the Federal share 
of the cost of any project for construction, reconstruc-
tion, or improvement of a development highway under 
this section shall be the same as that provided under 
this title for any other project on the Federal-aid sys-
tem on which such development highway is located’’ 
for ‘‘the Federal share of the cost of any project for 
construction, reconstruction, or improvement of a de-
velopment highway under this section shall be in-
creased by not to exceed an additional 20 per centum of 
the cost of such project, except that in no case shall 
the Federal share exceed 95 per centum of the cost of 
such project’’. 

§ 144. Highway bridge replacement and rehabili-
tation program 

(a) Congress hereby finds and declares it to be 
in the vital interest of the Nation that a high-
way bridge replacement and rehabilitation pro-
gram be established to enable the several States 
to replace or rehabilitate highway bridges over 
waterways, other topographical barriers, other 
highways, or railroads when the States and the 
Secretary finds that a bridge is significantly im-
portant and is unsafe because of structural defi-
ciencies, physical deterioration, or functional 
obsolescence. 

(b) The Secretary, in consultation with the 
States, shall (1) inventory all those highway 
bridges on any Federal-aid system which are 
bridges over waterways, other topographical 
barriers, other highways, and railroads; (2) clas-
sify them according to serviceability, safety, 
and essentiality for public use; (3) based on that 
classification, assign each a priority for replace-
ment or rehabilitation; and (4) determine the 
cost of replacing each such bridge with a com-
parable facility or of rehabilitating such bridge. 

(c)(1) The Secretary, in consultation with the 
States, shall (1) inventory all those highway 
bridges on public roads, other than those on any 
Federal-aid system, which are bridges over 
waterways, other topographical barriers, other 
highways, and railroads, (2) classify them ac-
cording to serviceability, safety, and essential-
ity for public use, (3) based on the classification, 
assign each a priority for replacement or reha-
bilitation and (4) determine the cost of replacing 
each such bridge with a comparable facility or 
of rehabilitating such bridge. 

(2) The Secretary may, at the request of a 
State, inventory bridges, on and off the Federal- 
aid system, for historic significance. 

(3) INVENTORY OF INDIAN RESERVATION AND 
PARK BRIDGES.—As part of the activities carried 
out under paragraph (1), the Secretary, in con-

sultation with the Secretary of the Interior, 
shall (A) inventory all those highway bridges on 
Indian reservation roads and park roads which 
are bridges over waterways, other topographical 
barriers, other highways, and railroads, (B) clas-
sify them according to serviceability, safety, 
and essentiality for public use, (C) based on the 
classification, assign each a priority for replace-
ment or rehabilitation, and (D) determine the 
cost of replacing each such bridge with a com-
parable facility or of rehabilitating such bridge. 

(d) Whenever any State or States make appli-
cation to the Secretary for assistance in replac-
ing or rehabilitating a highway bridge which the 
priority system established under subsection (b) 
and (c) of this section shows to be eligible, the 
Secretary may approve Federal participation in 
replacing such bridge with a comparable facility 
or in rehabilitating such bridge. Whenever any 
State makes application to the Secretary for as-
sistance in painting and seismic retrofit, or ap-
plying calcium magnesium acetate to, the struc-
ture of a highway bridge, the Secretary may ap-
prove Federal participation in the painting or 
seismic retrofit of, or application of such ace-
tate to, such structure. The Secretary shall de-
termine the eligibility of highway bridges for re-
placement or rehabilitation for each State based 
upon the unsafe highway bridges in such State, 
except that a State may carry out a project for 
seismic retrofit of a bridge under this section 
without regard to whether the bridge is eligible 
for replacement or rehabilitation under this sec-
tion. In approving projects (other than projects 
for bridge structure painting or seismic retrofit 
or application of such acetate) under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall give consideration to 
those projects which will remove from service 
those highway bridges most in danger of failure. 

(e) Funds authorized to carry out this section 
shall be apportioned among the several States 
on October 1 of the fiscal year for which author-
ized in accordance with this subsection. Each 
deficient bridge shall be placed into one of the 
following categories: (1) Federal-aid system 
bridges eligible for replacement, (2) Federal-aid 
system bridges eligible for rehabilitation, (3) off- 
system bridges eligible for replacement, and (4) 
off-system bridges eligible for rehabilitation. 
The square footage of deficient bridges in each 
category shall be multiplied by the respective 
unit price on a State-by-State basis, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; and the total cost in 
each State divided by the total cost of the defi-
cient bridges in all States shall determine the 
apportionment factors. For purposes of the pre-
ceding sentence, the total cost of deficient 
bridges in a State and in all States shall be re-
duced by the total cost of any highway bridges 
constructed under subsection (m) in such State, 
relating to replacement of destroyed bridges and 
ferryboat services. No State shall receive more 
than 10 per centum or less than 0.25 per centum 
of the total apportionment for any one fiscal 
year. The Secretary shall make these deter-
minations based upon the latest available data, 
which shall be updated annually. Funds appor-
tioned under this section shall be available for 
expenditure for the same period as funds appor-
tioned for projects on the Federal-aid primary 
system under this title. Any funds not obligated 


